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Series I - The School and Its Goals 

1.10 School Legal Status 
 

Fundação Escola Americana de Lisboa, the organization which owns the 
Frank C. Carlucci American International School of Lisbon (formerly St. 

Columban’s School) is a legally recognized Portuguese foundation, with 
non-profitable purposes. Fundação Escola Americana de Lisboa was 

created on June 20, 1995 and recognized by the Portuguese Government 
on September 28, 1995.  

 

Fundação Escola Americana de Lisboa operates the business affairs of the 
school under the laws of Portugal with a corporate charter recognized by 

the Portuguese Government. It also operates the educational program 
under license (Alvará) approved and issued by the Ministry of Education.  

 
The Trustees of Fundação Escola Americana de Lisboa consists of three 

members.  The Trustees have the largest powers to manage the 
foundation and achieve its purposes, including the development of policy 

and regulation for the transaction of school business and for the orderly 
administration of the educational program of the school.  

 
The Trustees can delegate any of its powers to any person(s), whether 

employees of the school or not. The respective power of attorney shall 
discriminate the powers delegated by the Trustees and the way they will 

be executed by the appointed representative(s). The power of attorney 

may further establish the possibility of sub-delegating powers.  
 

Fundação Escola Americana de Lisboa will hereafter be referred to as The 
Foundation.  

 
Adopted:     17 January 1980     

Revised:      12 December 1991  
Revised:      21 March 1997      

Revised:        3 October 2000  
Revised:  21 January 2016 

                                
1.10 Legal Ref. Deed of Notary:  

Signed on June 20, 1995; published in the Official Journal (Diário da 
República) nº 165/95 – 3ª série of July 19, 1995.   

Two subsequent changes to the original deed occurred on 18 December 

2008 and 26 November 2015 
 

Recognition by the Government (Ministry of Home Affairs):  
Portaria nº 349/95, issued on September 28, 1995, by the Secretary of 

State of Home Affairs; published in the Official Journal (Diário da 
República) nº 241/95 – 2ª série of October 18, 1995.  The publication was 

amended in the Official Jornal (Diário da República) nº 262/95 – 2ª série 
of November 13, 1995.  



 

School’s Original Alvará: Number 1502 – January 21, 1970.  
School’s Current License (Autorização Definitiva de Funcionamento): 

Number 014201 of 4 April 2003. 



1.103 School Ownership and Tax Status 

The Frank C. Carlucci American International School of Lisbon is owned by 

a Portuguese foundation: Fundação Escola Americana de Lisboa. The 
foundation was created and operates under the laws of Portugal.  

 
There are three members of the Board of Trustees appointed in the 

following manner:   
 

      By the Ambassador of the USA in Portugal 
 An Employee of the USA Government to represent the 

Ambassador 
 An American citizen with cultural or educational ties to Portugal 

or a Portuguese citizen with cultural or educational ties with the 
USA. 

By the President of Visteon Portuguesa, Lda. 

 
Fundação Escola Americana de Lisboa falls within the Portuguese 

educational system and is subject to Portuguese tax obligations 
as a non-profitable entity, which primary purpose is to manage 

the Frank C. Carlucci American International School of Lisbon. 
 

Adopted:      12 December 1991  
Revised:       21 March 1997  

Revised:       3 October 2000 

      Revised:      21 January 2016 

 

  



 

 
1.104 Schools and Levels of Instruction 

 

The Frank C. Carlucci American International School of Lisbon is a co-

educational, day school, which provides an American and Portuguese 

college preparatory quality educational program for children from the 
ages of three years old through the twelfth grade.  

 
The grade structures are determined by facility and educational program.  

 
Adopted:      17 January 1980  

Revised:       12 December 1991  
Adopted:      13 March 1995  

 

  



 

1.104-R School and Levels of Instruction 
 

The following grade structures are currently followed:  

 
      Early Childhood/Primary:          EC-3, EC-4, EC-5  

      Elementary School:                  Grade 1 through Grade 5  
      Middle School:                         Grade 6 through Grade 8  

      High School:                            Grade 9 through Grade 12  
 

Adopted: 17 January 1980  

Revised:    12 December 1991        
Revised: 27 November 2001  

 

  



 

1.12 School Philosophy and Objectives 
 

Core Value:    CAISL is a student-centered educational community in 

which we challenge ourselves and each other to do our best and to make 
positive contributions to our diverse and ever-changing world. 

 
Values Statements: 

 
CAISL is committed to 

·   Providing an enriching, varied and effective program of academics, 

arts, and athletics that inspires learners to strive for individual and 
collective excellence. 

·   Promoting life-long learning in a meaningful context through active 
inquiry, collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, and problem-

solving. 
·   Providing a caring and safe environment that supports diverse 

learner needs. 
·   Promoting active, responsible local and global citizenship. 

    
Profile of the Learner 

The CAISL community includes everyone who shares an interest in the 
success of our learners.  All members of the community strive to help our 

learners become 
 

·   Life-Long Learners who reflect upon their experiences and actively 

seek the knowledge and skills necessary for continuous personal 
growth. 

·   Creative Problem Solvers who use a wide variety of resources and 
strategies to meet life’s challenges. 

·   Effective Communicators who express and interpret ideas using 
appropriate means. 

·   Conscientious Contributors who are committed to service, show 
empathy, and act to make a positive impact on the lives of others.   

·   Principled Individuals who take responsibility for their choices, act 
with integrity, and demonstrate respect for themselves, others, and 

the environment.   
 

Adopted:  June 24, 2008  



 

 

1.202 Host Country Government Relations 
 

It is the policy of the Foundation to do all in its powers to maintain and 

develop excellent relations with government authorities and agencies.  

 
Although the Portuguese Ministry of Education exercises no direct control 

over the educational policy and the curriculum of the school, it is the 
policy of the Foundation to foster positive relationships between the 

school and the Ministry, and also with the Portuguese schools and 
universities, in order to ensure that the students of the school will benefit 

as much as possible from the educational and cultural resources of the 
community they live in. In turn, the school and its students should 

contribute as much as possible to the community through educational and 
cultural programs and exchanges.  

 
Insofar as the school is subject to them, the requirements of Portuguese 

laws will be observed, and employees are expected to follow the laws of 
their host country.  

 

Adopted:      12 December 1991  
Revised:       23 May 1996 

  



 

 
1.203 Community Involvement in Decision-Making 

 

The Foundation endorses the concept that parent participation in the 

affairs of the school is essential if the school is to attain and sustain the 

high level of educational excellence our students deserve. For that reason, 
all parents are encouraged to express ideas, concerns, and suggestions 

about the school to the staff and administration.  
 

To enable parents to take part and share responsibility, the Foundation 
encourages the formation of a Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).  

 
In addition to parent participation through the PTO, the Foundation also 

wishes to encourage individual parents who are especially qualified 
because of interest, training, experience, or personal characteristics to 

contribute their talents to the school and its programs. From time to time, 
such persons may be invited to act as resources or advisors to the school.  

 
Adopted:      17 January 1980  

Revised:       12 December 1991  
 

 


